books. 


u En hoexkens ende boexkens. 

Has every girl Ruskin’s Ethics of the Dust ( 7 s. 6d„ George Allen, 8 Bell 
Yard, Temple Bar, London) in her own private and particular library? If 
not, she certainly should have these “Ten Lectures to L.ttle Housew.ves on 
the Elements of Crystallisation.” They are not lectures at all, but de lghtful 
talks in which the little girls do their share. “ I have seldom been more 
disappointed by the result of my best pains given to any of my books than 
by the earnest request of my late publishers, after the opinion of the public 
had been taken on the ‘Ethics of the Dust,’ that I would ‘write no more 
in dialogue.’ ” Every mother and every girl who is happy enough to possess 
this most charming opening into the world of thought will think that that 
publisher and that public made bad mistakes, and will rather agiee with the 
author when he says “ I would pray the readers .... to examine with caie 
the passages in which the principal speaker sums the conclusions of any 
dialogue, for these summaries were written as introductions for young 
people to all that I have said on the same matters in my larger books ; and 
on re-reading them they satisfy me better, and seem to me calculated to be 
more generally useful than anything else I have done of the kind.” Deep 
questions are discussed, deep thoughts thrown into such simple forms as 
that “Florrie, on astronomical evidence presumed to be aged nine,” can 
understand every word, and grasp every idea, as well as “ Mary (of whom 
everybody, including the old lecturer, is in great awe), aged twenty.” This 
is the manner of this exquisite teaching : — 


LECTURE I. 

The Valley of Diamonds. 

A very idle talk by ihc dining-room fire after raisin -and-almond time. 

Old Lecturer, Florrie, Isabel, Mary, Lily, and Sibyl. 

Old Lecturer, (l.) Come here, Isabel, and tell me what the make- 
believe was this afternoon. 

Isabel {arranging herself very primly on the footstool ). Such a dreadful 
one ! Florrie and I were lost in the Valley of Diamonds. 

L. What ! Sinbad’s, which nobody could get out of? 

Isabel. Yes ; but Florrie and I got out of it. 

L. So I see. At least I see you did ; but are you sure Florrie did ? 
Isabel. Quite sure. 

Florrie. {Putting her head round from behind L.’s sofa cushion .) Quite 
sure. ( Disappears again.) 

L, 1 think I could be made to feel surer about it. 

(!■ lorrie reappears, gives L a kiss , and again exit. 


BOOKS. 
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Then much playful talk mixed with wisdom, and an allegory which 
comes out in this : Pride and lust, and envy, and anger, all give up their 

strength to aval ice. the sin of the whole world is essentially the sin of 
Judas ; men do not disbelieve their Christ, but they sell him.” Strong meat 
this foi the babes, but none too strong, as all who have measured the 
i effective powers of children will bear witness. And then, to end up with — 

L. Your pencils, in fact, are all pointed with formless diamond, though 
they would be H H H pencils to purpose if it crystallised. 

Sybil. But what is crystallisation ? 

L. A pleasant question when one’s half asleep, and it* has been tea-time 
these two hours. What thoughtless things girls are ! 

Sibyl. Yes, we are, but we want to know for all that. 

L. My dears, it would take a week to tell you. 

Sibyl. Well, take it and tell us. 

L. But nobody knows anything about it. 

Sibyl. Then tell us something that nobody knows. 

L. Get along with you, and tell Dora to make tea. 

( The house rises , but of course the Lecturer wanted to be forced to 
lecture again , and was.) 


We earnestly advise all parents, who feel that “ With all thy getting get 
wisdom ” is a counsel for their children, to bring them to the feet ot the 
revered master, the last of our prophets, or nearly the last, by intro- 
ducing them to “ Ethics of the Dust ” and “ Sesame and Lilies.’ ( The same 

price and the same publisher.) r tVl . « q., ndav 

Hints on Child Training, by H. day ^ dl ild . NaturcUom 

School Times ” (Hodder and Stoughton), and A Study f 
fh. Kindergarten s, endpoint, by Eliabe.h H.msen Pnnc.p.l of .he 
Chicago Kindergarten Training School (.here .. " y „,„ d 

two capital volumes for the P arent ^ °° f j k Trumbull tells us he 

sense and by tender sympathy for the little fo • 1 ^ es are of the 

writes without any theory of ch ' 1 ^ t , ra ' n ‘" g ’ some di ffi C ult hour. But there is 
various “ good plans” which tide . )ness and his hints are very useful 

more method than he allows in i said that the chief advantage of 

and suggestive. “ Professor Porter, of* ale.sa.dt^ ^ ^ ^ ^ QUght to 
the college curriculum is that it trams ^ tQ do it or not .” Almost 

do, when he ought to do i , " ^ tQ ive him everything he asks Ion 

“ the unkindest treatment of , , t)le wor ld have been only children. 

“ Some of the best can truly say, ‘ My father, 

“ It is sadly to a parents disci edit ^ whkh it was fairly m his or 

or my mother, never denied me ■ y .P ^ js a i wa ys with the parents, 

her power to bes ‘°^’’’ „«Vhere are mothers who, without any thoug t o 
never with the children. 1 le , iberately re fuse a good-night kiss to 

unkindness, are unwise enoug > ht misconduct ; - ■ • withhoklm 

3 -“ der he “" pri “ ! “ (nll 

elS Mrs. Harrison, on . other hand ‘^kes ^e^ onj g 
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OUR WORK. 


to set him right. A little boy of four is brought to her kindergarten. She 
finds there is a serious obstacle to mental growth, viz., self-consciousness. 
4 ‘ * What is the cause of it?’ asks the mother. 1 If the child had not such 
.a sensible mother,’ I replied, ‘ I should say that he had been “shown off” 
to visitors until the habit of thinking that everyone is looking at him has 
(become fixed in his mind.’ Instantly the blood mounted to her face, and 
she said, * That is what has been done. You know that he sings very well. 
Last winter my young sister frequently had him stand on a chaii beside the 

piano and sing for guests If I had known then what now I do I 

would have died rather than have allowed it.’ ” We may or may not agree 
with Mrs. Harrison’s analysis of body, mind, and soul, and with the teaching 
she founds thereon, but throughout the volume are scattered hints like the 
above, full of leading and light, which must needs be profitable to mothers. 

Our readers would be interested in a remarkable pamphlet by Lady 
Welby, entitled Witnesses to Ambiguity (W. Clarke, Steam Press Office, 
Grantham, by post). It is a collection of perhaps two hundred protests 
from the pens of the ablest philosophical writers against that vague use of 
words which is the gravest hindrance to accurate aud practical thought. 
“As a fact, do any two persons really mean the same thing exactly by the 
words they use ? Does even the same person at different times ?” (Venn, 
Empirical Logic). Truly we are in great need of a “ Science of Meanings ’' 
to clear the ground for all other science, and parents can do more than 
others to further such science by insisting that their children shall express 
their concepts in language as accurate as they know how to make it. 


OUR WORK. 


The Biicherbund is open to receive new members, and students of 
German should find the Club very helpful and attractive. Address Miss 
Elsa d’Esterre-Keeling, 41, Holland Road, Kensington, W. 

The Ftsolc Club is also open to new members, and as the studies advance 
the work should be more and more attractive to amateur artists. Address 
W. G. Collingwood, Esq., Lanehead, Coniston, Lancashire. 

The Parents Review School is open to parents who desire that children 
educated at home should have those advantages of a common standard 
classification, and periodic examination, for want of which the home-taught 
child compares disadvantageously with children who go to school. Address 
The Editor, care of Publishers, Paternoster House, Charing Cross Road, 
London. 


The proper coupon should be sent in each case. 

The House of Education is open to enrol students, who should begin 
work in January. Ladies who wish their daughters to be trained in matters 
belonging to child nurture, whether with a view to their future homes, to 

!f aC in J’’ or as lad Y nurses, are invited to apply without delay to 

The Editor of the Parents' Review , Ambleside. 




NOTES AND QUERIES. 

A question we have discussed on ship is, How far can one give to nurses, 
the authority one would wish over a child, seeing that it is essential for its 
welfare to obey its elders while in nonage? The answer was emphatically,. 

None in these days,” because the nurses are not morally superior to the- 
childien, and it is hurtful to the latter to place them in the power of persons- 
of a lower moial standing. It is startling, yet a fact, and pitiful (for it is 
altogether as it should not be for both parties), but out of two evils choose 
the least. Will you thrash out this question ? And another, How is this 
dreadful question of Hell-fire to be dealt with? We have passed it over 
entirely, but the more “religious” a nurse or governess happens to be, the 
more thoroughly does she din the subject into the children’s ears, so that 
Hell -fire is far more real to them than the beautiful Home above, of which 
the parents speak. It is a weapon used most effectively by some nurses, 
and many mothers, I find, consider it necessary to forbid all “religious”’ 
talk and teaching in the schoolroom and nurserv in consequence. The 
devil and hell have a peculiar charm for some minds. E. A 

[We know very well that there are good and devoted nurses in many 
homes, prized by parents and beloved by children.— E d.] 

A new and interesting collection is that of postmarks. The albums 
already designed for postage-stamps will answer equally well for the post- 
marks Vera. 

m l [This should be a delightful collection if it were made a rule that the- 
whereabouts of the place should be written under each postmark, after a 
search in the atlas. Ed.] 

A mother is anxious to know whether there exists any specialist any 

authority, on the subject of know whether a 

to the best tieatment in a pai - , aU alified to give such advice. 

sks: rsss ;r sat 

~ * ph,sici "T 

a specialist. - t 

I should be very much obliged lf ^° U fp<^ ® n day Containing the tale 
Review could li l this. It was men- 

B °° k - 



